
Personal vs. Public Profiles 
 

Nearly every person has multiple social media accounts; Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
Snapchat, etc. In some cases, people have multiple accounts for a single platform. For example, 
an actor might have a public Instagram account for fans and a private account for family and 
close friends. There are a number of reasons behind this, which we have discussed as a group. 
Your task is as follows: 
 
Part A: Celebrity Social Media Audit 

1) Select an account on any platform with at least 2,000 followers. This should be a 
personal account, not an account for a brand (e.g. Nike) or a group/team (e.g. Real 
Madrid, Maroon 5).  

2) Look at the posts made by this account and answer the following questions. Your 
answers may be in point form. As you complete this exercise, consider how the fame of 
the account owner factors into the type of content that they share.  

a. What type of content is being shared from this account?  
b. Is this account related to the owner’s work? How can you tell?   
c. What type of information is the owner choosing to share with the viewer?  
d. What type of information is the owner choosing NOT to share with the viewer?  

Considering your answers to questions A-D, consider the following: 
e. Who is the intended audience of this account?  
f. What is the overall message the account is trying to send to the viewers? Is that 

message consistent across all posts or are there some posts that do not fit in? 
 
Turn in a minimum of 3 observations for each of (a)(b)(c)(d)(e)(f) 

 
Part B: Individual Social Media Audit 

1) Select a social media account on any platform that you personally maintain.  
2) Look at the posts that you make to this account and consider the following questions. 

You may make notes in point form but you will need to hand-in a 2 paragraph reflection.  
a. Who is the intended audience of your account?  
b. What is the overall message your account is trying to convey to the viewers? Is 

the message consistent across all your posts or are there some posts that do not 
fit in?  

Compare your person account to the celebrity about the account that you audited in 
Part A and consider the following questions: 

c. If your personal account had the same audience (number of followers) as the 
celebrity account you audited in Part A, would that change what and how you 
post? Why or why not and, if so, in what way?  

 
Complete a two-paragraph reflection of your answers to the questions listed above. 
One paragraph should address (a) and (b) and hand in with your point-form answers 
from Part A. 


