
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTRODUCTIONS 
 

The introduction should lay out exactly how the essay will proceed. We 
want the reader to know exactly what they’re getting into…  

i. Hook: A statement that grabs the reader’s attention (1 
sentence) 

ii. Context: What are we talking about? (1-2 sentences)  
iii. Overview: What/how will you be talking about? (2-3 sentences)  
iv. Thesis statement: Key argument (1 sentence)  

 
Example:  
Role of consumerism – Topic #3 
#1: The narrator in the novel is portrayed as a slave to society’s values 
#2: Tyler pursues his illegal work through his career to seek out money 
by threatening to expose his actions  
#3: Project Mayhem and Fight Club were important contrast to 
consumerism 
 
The Narrator lives his life as no more than a slave to society’s values. In 
Fight Club, the novel by Chuck Palahniuk, the Narrator is introduced as 
a person who feels no fulfillment from his life. He works a job that he 
despises purely for the meager financial rewards, which he immediately 
spends on consumer goods. One of the Narrator’s favourite pastimes is 
picking out new IKEA furniture, purely for the satisfaction of owning 
something new. It is only when he meets Tyler Durden, that he is able 
to free himself from this cycle of artificial satisfaction. The Narrator and 
Tyler work together to launch Project Mayhem, which works to disrupt 
the consumerist foundation of their society. While society is designed 
to promote consumerism, Project Mayhem effectively disrupts this 
structure by providing members with a purpose in life beyond working 
unsatisfying jobs for the purpose of purchasing consumer goods.  
 
 



CONCLUSIONS 
 

Conclusion is where you wrap up your essay but you do NOT just repeat 
your introductory paragraph. You revisit your main points and explain 
how that proved your argument.   
 

i. Statement of your concluding position  
ii. Summary of the key argument 
iii. Re-statement of your thesis 
iv. Final thought 
 
Thesis: Legally speaking, the metis were not discriminated against; they were 

ignored and their inability to function within First Nations or European-Canadian 
societies doomed them to total social exclusion. 
 
Conclusion:  
The existence of the metis in the early twentieth century was one of constant 

hardship and very little hope of a reprieve. Their European blood excluded 

them from government aid, and saddled with requirements that were 

impossible for them to fulfill and that they were almost certainly never 

expected to fulfill. Although they had the potential to assimilate into European 

society, because they were half-white, many did not desire to do so. Even then, 

the society in which they were expected to assimilate, looked down on them as 

inferior, lazy, untrustworthy beings. Even “full-blood” natives, who received 

government security, looked down upon the Metis. They attributed the Métisʼ 

unruly behaviour to “the white in [them].” Through all of this, the Métis were 

not technically discriminated against by the Canadian government. Instead 

they were neglected and left alone to be discriminated against by the rest of 

the new European-Canadian society. Despite this, the metis scratched out an 

existence on the fringes of European society, denied entry into the promised 

land of the European-Canadian society. 


