
Paragraph Organization 
 
 

A paragraph should have 5-7 sentences. In an essay, each paragraph presents a supporting 
point (with evidence) that supports your thesis. There are 5 steps to constructing an effective 
paragraph, which are detailed below. Each step is colour coded so that you can identify that 
step in the example on page 2.  
 
Step 1: Controlling Idea & Topic Sentence 
 

The controlling idea is just a term for what the paragraph is about. The topic sentence 
shows that to the reader. The topic sentence should transition from the previous 
paragraph and clearly state the controlling idea. Remember that the controlling idea is 
supporting your thesis. Your paragraph’s topic sentence should clearly connect the 
controlling idea to the thesis.  
 

Step 2: Explain the controlling idea 
 

Your topic sentence gets the reader’s attention but you need to provide more information 
before you jump into your example(s). This sentence will explain the background for your 
controlling idea. 
 

Step 3: Give an example (or multiple examples)  
 

In Steps 1 & 2, you have clearly stated the controlling idea. Now it’s time to support your 
statement with examples from the text. This is the ‘proof’ for your statement. You have 
expressed your controlling idea and now you have to back it up.  
 

Step 4: Explain the examples 
 

Now you need to explain each example and its relevance to the topic sentence and the 
controlling idea. This explanation shows readers why you chose to use these particular 
examples as evidence to support the focus of your paragraph. If you are using multiple 
examples, you may explain them separately or together.  

 
Step 5: Conclude and transition 
 

You have explained your controlling idea, given examples, and explained the examples. 
Your reader should now be convinced that your controlling idea is accurate. Now it’s 
time to move on. Your conclusion should finish the discussion of the current controlling 
idea and allow you to transition to the next paragraph (and the next controlling idea). 

 
 
One way in which Garden makes queerness appear normal in Annie on My Mind is by 
focusing only on the development of Annie and Liza’s relationship. Garden allows their 
romance to build slowly, with the first kiss occurring on the ninety-second page. During this 
time, neither character spends any time questioning whether they are straight or gay, despite 
this being a first for both characters. Instead, the novel is entirely focused on the romance 
between the two. Even though the reader knows Liza is uncertain about how to proceed in 
this relationship, the “war inside” her is not about whether or not she is attracted to Annie 
(93). Rather, Liza is struggling with how to express her attraction. Liza was raised in a society 
that views homosexuality to be abnormal, which is clearly in conflict with her feelings 
towards Annie. As Liza says later in the novel, she is invested in building her relationship with 
Annie is important; she doesn’t care about “some label” (110). 


