
Creating A Sonnet 
 

Sonnets have: 
§ 14 lines  

o The last two lines are the message of the poem; usually a shift from the rest of the 
poem. 

§ A rhyme scheme (ABAB CDCD EFEF GG)  
§ 10 syllables per line 
 

Creating A Sonnet 
 

§ Step 1: Choose a song. It can be any song but don’t choose one that is too short or too 
simple. You want to have as much material to work with as possible. When we did 
analysis, I advised you to look for a song with lots of technical elements. In this case, my 
advice would be to choose a song that has strong emotional content. 

o Mr. H’s choice: “break up with your girlfriend, i’m bored” by Ariana Grande  
§ Step 2: Choose the 10-14 most important lines of the song (according to you). Which 

lines transmit the core message (the theme and tone) of the song? (Mr. H’s choices 
highlighted in purple) 

 

You got me some type of way  
Ain't used to feelin' this way 
I do not know what to say  
But I know I shouldn't think about it 
Took one fuckin' look at your face  
Now I wanna know how you taste  
Usually don't give it away  
But you know I'm out here thinkin' 'bout it 

Then I realized she's right there 
And I'm at home like, "Damn, this ain't fair" 

[Chorus] Break up with your girlfriend 
Yeah, yeah, 'cause I'm bored 
You can hit it in the mornin'  
Yeah, yeah, like it's yours 
I know it ain't right 
But I don't care  
Break up with your girlfriend 
Yeah, yeah, 'cause I'm bored 

This shit always happens to me  
Why can't we just play for keeps?  
Practically on my knees  
But I know I shouldn't think about it 
You know what you're doin' to me 
You're singin' my songs in the streets, yeah, yeah 

Actin' all innocent, please 
When I know you're out here thinkin' 'bout it 

Then you realized she's right there  
And you're at home like, "Damn, she can't compare" 

[Chorus] 

With your girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend 
With your girlfriend 
With your girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend 

You can say I'm hatin' if you want to 
But I only hate on her 'cause I want you 
Say I'm trippin' if you feel that 
But you without me ain't right  
You can call me crazy 'cause I want you 
And I never even never fuckin' met you 
Say I'm trippin' and it ain't right 
But you without me ain't nice  

[Chorus] 

With your girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend, baby, girlfriend 
With your girlfriend 
With your girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend 
With your girlfriend 

- 
  



§ Step 3: Collect the most important lines that you selected and write them out. Once 
you’ve written them out, try to decode the message (the theme) of each line or set of 
lines.  

 
I do not know what to say  
Took one fuckin' look at your face  
Now I wanna know how you taste  
 
Usually don't give it away  
But you know I'm out here thinkin' 'bout it 
 
Break up with your girlfriend 
Yeah, yeah, 'cause I'm bored 
 
I know it ain't right 
But I don't care 
 
Practically on my knees  
But I know I shouldn't think about it 
 
Actin' all innocent, please 
When I know you're out here thinkin' 'bout it 
 
You can say I'm hatin' if you want to 
But I only hate on her 'cause I want you 
 
With your girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend, baby, girlfriend 
With your girlfriend 
With your girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend, girlfriend 
With your girlfriend 

 
 

§ Step 4: Now that you have your themes, figure out how you want to organize your 
themes. Your best bet is to do it by sets of two lines. That gives you some flexibility to 
work with.  

 
Lines 1-2: You’re so beautiful, it leaves me speechless. 
Lines 3-4: I’m usually so in control but I can’t control my desire for you. 
Lines 5-6: Break up with your girlfriend; I’m bored.  
Lines 7-8: I know this is wrong but I don’t care.  
Lines 9-10: You’re pretending like you don’t know what’s going on. 
Lines 11-12: Return to beginning: you’re so beautiful, I want you.  
Lines 13-14: I hate her because she has what I want but actually, never mind… It’s your 

girlfriend that I’m into.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’re so beautiful, I was obsessed with you the 
moment I saw you. I’m so crazy about you, I 
literally can’t talk when I’m around you. 

I’m usually in control but you make me feel 
differently. I can’t stop thinking about you.  

Not much to decode here…  

I know this isn’t a good thing but my feelings for you are 
stronger than my morals or my sense of right and wrong. 

I am totally desperate for you. 

You’re pretending like you don’t know what’s 
going on. But I know you feel the same way.  

You might say I’m just hating on your gf but I 
only hate her because she has you. If I get you, 
I’ll have no problem with her. 

K nvm I’m actually into your girlfriend. 
Turns out I don’t really care about you at 
all. 



§ Step 5: Now THIS is the tricky part! You have to take those line/line set themes and 
express them using words that fit the formula. They have to fit the rhyme scheme! 
ABABCDCDEFEFGG 

 
I recommend using a thesaurus (thesaurus.com) and a rhyming dictionary (rhymer.com) 

 
(Optional challenge: If you want, you can make the lines also fit the meter of 10 syllables 
per line but otherwise, just make sure the rhyme scheme fits)  
 
See Mr. H’s sonnet below with the themes from step 4 annotated.  
 
 
Your beauty inspires ardor which leaves me A 
dazed. My dumb tongue aches for thy aroma. B 

I never let my desire run free, A 
Yet thinking of you my cheeks flush fuchsia. B 

Sever all ties with your current paramore. C 
I lack full occupation of my time. D 

My heart is torn by this immoral war, C 
Yet I care not and for you I am prime. D 

You play dumb as if you are innocent. E 
I yearn for you like a queen with no throne. F 

And daily I am forced to bear the brunt E 
Of your beauty. I ache for you alone. F 

I rage for she holds what I desire G 
Yet truly it is she who stokes my fire. G 

 
 

Lines 1-2: You’re so beautiful, it leaves me 
speechless. 

Lines 3-4: I’m usually so in control but I 
can’t control my desire for you. 

Lines 5-6: Break up with your girlfriend; 
I’m bored. 

Lines 7-8: I know this is wrong but I don’t 
care. 

Lines 9-10: You’re pretending like you 
don’t know what’s going on. 

Lines 11-12: Return to beginning: you’re 
so beautiful, I want you. 

Lines 13-14: I hate her because she has 
what I want but actually, never mind… 
It’s your girlfriend that I’m into. 


