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(First appearance noted by book and line number.)

Achaeans (A-kee'-unz): General term used by Homer to refer to 

Greeks. 2.139

Acheron (A'-ker-on): River in the Underworld, land of the dead. 

10.537

Achilles (A-kil'-eez): Son of Peleus and Thetis. He is the heroic 

leader of the Myrmidons in the Trojan War and is slain by Paris.  
Odysseus consults him in the Underworld. 3.117

Aeaea (Ee-ee'-a): Island on which Circe lives. 9.34

Aegisthus (Ee-jis'-thus):  Son  of  Thyestes  and  Pelopia.  He 
seduces Clytemnestra, wife of Agamemnon, while Agamemnon 

is away fighting the Trojan War and helps her slay Agamemnon 
when  he  returns.  Orestes  avenges  this  action  years  later  by 

murdering both Clytemnestra and Aegisthus. 1.35
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Aegyptus (Ee-jip'-tus): The Nile River. 4.511

Aeolus (Ee'-oh-lus): King of the island Aeolia and keeper of the 
winds. 10.2

Aeson (Ee'-son):  Son  of  Cretheus  and  Tyro;  father  of  Jason, 
leader of the Argonauts. 11.262

Aethon  (Ee'-thon):  One  of  Odysseus'  aliases  used  in  his 
conversation with Penelope. 19.199

Agamemnon (A-ga-mem'-non):  Son  of  Atreus  and  Aerope; 
brother of Menelaus; husband of Clytemnestra. He commands 

the Greek forces in the Trojan War. He is killed by his wife and 
her lover when he returns home; his son, Orestes, avenges this 

murder. 1.36

Agelaus (A-je-lay'-us):  One  of  Penelope's  suitors;  son  of 

Damastor; killed by Odysseus. 20.351

Ajax (1) (Ay'-jax): Son of Telamon and Perioboea; also called 

Great Ajax or Telamonian Ajax. He contends with Odysseus for 

the  prize  of  Achilles'  arms,  given  in  honor  of  service  to  the 

Greek cause in the Trojan War. When Ajax loses, he temporarily 

takes leave of his wits and commits suicide when he regains his 

senses. 3.120
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Ajax (2) (Ay'-jax): Son of Oileus and Eriopes; also called Little 

Ajax  or  Oilean  Ajax.  He  survives  the  Trojan  War,  but  his 

boasting angers Poseidon, who kills Ajax on his return home. 

4.525

Alcinous (Al-si'-no-us):  Grandson  of  Poseidon;  king  of  the 

Phaea-  cians;  husband  of  Arete  and  father  of  Nausicaa.  He 

graciously entertains  Odysseus and gives  him riches and safe 

transport to Ithaca. 6 .12

Alcmene (Alk-mee'-nee):  Wife  of  Amphitryon;  mother  of 

Heracles (by Zeus). 2.131

Amphimedon (Am-fi'-me-don): One of Penelope's suitors. He is 

killed by Telemachus. In the Underworld he tells Agamemnon 

about the slaughter of the suitors. 22.257

Amphinomus (Am-fi'-no-mus):  Son  of  Nisus.  A  leader  of 

Penelope's  suitors,  he  convinces  other  suitors  not  to  slay 

Telemachus on his return from Pylos unless the gods give a sign 

of favor. Although warned by Odysseus, Amphinomus is slain 

with the other suitors. 16.371

Amphion (Am-feye'-on): Son of Zeus and Antiope; husband of 

Niobe. 11.266
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Amphithea (Am-fi'-the-a):  Wfe of Autolycus;  grandmother of 

Odysseus. 19.456

Amphitryon (Am-fi'-tri-on):  King  of  Tiryns;  husband  of 

Alcmene; mortal father of Heracles. 11.270

Anticleia (An-ti-klay'-a): Daughter of Autolycus; wife of Laertes 
and mother of Odysseus. She is able to speak to Odysseus when 
he visits her in the Underworld. 11.82

Anticlus (An'-ti-klus): One of the Greek warriors who hides in 
the  wooden  horse  at  Troy.  Odysseus  restrains  him  from 
responding  when  Helen  imitates  the  voices  of  Greek  wives. 
4.306

Antinous (An-ti'-no-us): Son of Eupeithes; an Ithacan noble and 
the primary leader of Penelope's  suitors.  He is the first  suitor 
slain by Odysseus. 1.404

Antiphates (An-ti'-fa-teez): King of the Laestrygonians. 10.120

Antiphus (An'-ti-fus):  Name  given  to  two  of  Odysseus' 
companions, one of whom is the son of Aegyptius, the last of 
Odysseus' companions eaten by the Cyclops. 2.17

Aphrodite (A-fro-deye'-tee):  Goddess  of  love  and  beauty. 
Daughter  of  Zeus  and  Dione;  wife  of  Hephaestus.  During  a 
sexual liaison, Aphrodite and Ares are caught in a trap set by 
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Hephaestus and exposed to the laughter of the gods. 4.17

Apollo (A-pol'-oh):  Patron god of music  and the arts.  Son of 
Zeus and Leto; brother of Artemis. Also called Phoebus Apollo, 
he is associated with the lyre and archery. It is on the day of his  
festival that the suitors are murdered. 3.309

Arcesius (Ar-ke'-si-us):  Father  of  Laertes  and  grandfather  of 
Odysseus. 4.808

Ares (Ai'-reez):  God of War.  Son of Zeus and Hera; lover  of 
Aphrodite. 3.120

Arete (A-ree'-tee): Wife of Alcinous; mother of Nausicaa. Queen 
of  the  Phaeacians,  to  whom  Odysseus,  shipwrecked  on  the 
island, kneels as a suppliant first, rather than to Alcinous. 7.57

Argives (Ar'-geyvz): The Greeks who fight at Troy under the 
leadership of Agamemnon. 1.228

Argo (Ar'-goh): The ship of the Argonauts. 12.72

Argos (Ar'-gos): City or district in the northeastern Peloponnese, 
Greek region of the Achaeans. 1.364

Argus (Ar'-gos): Odysseus' dog, the only creature to recognize 
Odysseus on his return to Ithaca. Argus dies almost immediately 
thereafter. 17.319
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Ariadne (A-ri-ad'-nee): Daughter of Minos, king of Crete, and 
Pa- siphae. She helps Theseus overcome the Minotaur, is killed 
by Artemis, and is seen by Odysseus in the Underworld. 11.329

Artemis (Ar'-te-mis):  Goddess  of  the  hunt  and  the  moon. 
Daughter of Zeus and Leto; sister of Apollo. Like her brother, 
Artemis  brings  natural  death  to  mortals,  but  she  is  the 
slaughterer of female mortals in particular. 4.127

Athena (A-thee'-na):  Goddess  of  wisdom,  crafts,  and  battle. 
Daughter of Zeus; usually said to have sprung from his head. 
She is  also called Pallas  Athena and the Grey-eyed One.  She 
frequently appears to Odysseus and helps him return home. 1.49

Atlas (At'-las): Titan who holds up the pillars of the sky; father  
of Calypso. 1.58

Atreus (Ay'-tryoos): Son of Pelops and Hippodameia; brother of 
Thyestes; father of Agamemnon and Menelaus. 3.147

Autolycus (Aw-to'-li-kus):  Father  of  Anticleia;  maternal 
grandfather of Odysseus. He gives Odysseus his name. 11.82

Boreas (Bo'-re-as): The North Wind. Husband of Oreithyia and 
father of Calais and Zetes. 5.297

Cadmus (Kad'-mus):  Founder  and  king  of  Cadmea (Thebes). 
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Married  to  Harmonia;  father  of  Polydorus,  Autonoe,  Semele, 
Ino, and Agave. 5.335

Calypso (Ka-lip'-soh): Goddess, daughter of Atlas. Her name is 
a  play  on  a  Greek  word  meaning  "to  conceal."  She  detains 
Odysseus for  seven years  on her island,  Ogygia,  offering him 
immortality if he remains. 1.17

Cassandra (Ka-san'-dra):  Trojan  princess  and  prophetess, 
daughter  of  Priam  and  Hecuba.  Taken  as  a  war  prize  by 
Agamemnon,  she is  murdered  with  him by Clytemnestra  and 
Aegisthus on his return home. 11.436

Castor (Kas'-tor):  Son  of  Tyndareus  and  Leda;  brother  of 
Polydeu- ces, Clytemnestra, and Helen. 11.307

Cephallenians (Se-fa-lee'-ni-unz): Inhabitants of a much larger 
island near Ithaca under Odysseus' command. 20.225

Charybdis (Ka-rib'-dis):  Whirlpool  situated  opposite  Scylla. 
12.107

Cicones (Si-koh'-neez): Allies of Troy, the first people Odysseus 
encounters  (and raids)  on his  return home.  Maron,  the priest, 
gives Odysseus some excellent wine in return for sparing his and 
his family's lives. 9.42

Circe (Sir'-see): Goddess and sorceress; daughter of Helios and 
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Perse.  When  Odysseus  lands  on  her  island,  Aeaea,  she  turns 
many of his men into swine, but Odysseus (with Hermes' help) 
resists her magic and convinces her to undo her spell. He and his 
men remain on her island for one year. 8.485

Clytemnestra (Kleye-tem-nes'-tra): Daughter of Tyndareus and 
Leda;  married  first  to  Tantalus  and  then  to  Agamemnon,  to 
whom she bore Iphigeneia, Electra, Chrysothemis, and Orestes. 
She killed her husband and his concubine Cassandra with the aid 
of her lover, Aegisthus. Years later Orestes avenged his father's 
death by murdering his mother. 3.293

Cnossus (Knos'-os): Principal city on the island of Crete. 19.192

Cocytus (Ko-kee'-tos): River forming one of the boundaries of 
Hades. 10.538

Crete: Island in the Aegean Sea south of the Peloponnese, ruled 
by Idomeneus. 3.210

Ctessipus (Kte-si'-pus): Wealthy suitor of Penelope. He throws 
a ox's hoof at Odysseus' head when Odysseus is disguised as a 
beggar. He is killed by Philoetius. 20.314

Ctimene (Kti-mee'-nee):  Daughter  of  Laertes  and  Anticleia; 
sister of Odysseus. 15.400

Cyclopes (Seye'-klops):  One-eyed,  man-eating  giants.  Their 
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occupation  of  Hyperia  forces  the Phaeacians  to  relocate.  The 
term in the singular (Cyclops) also refers to Polyphemus. 1.76

Cytherean (Si-the-ree'-an): Epithet of Aphrodite, perhaps from 
the name of the island Cythera, where some claim the goddess 
was born. 8.312

Danaans (Da-nay'-unz):  One  of  three  general  names  Homer 
uses when referring to Greeks. The other two are Achaeans and 
Argives. 1.371

Deiphobus (Dee-i'-fo-bus)): Prince of Troy,  son of Priam and 
Hecuba. He marries Helen after Paris' death and is killed at Troy 
by Menelaus. 4.293

Demeter (Dee-mee'-tur):  Goddess  of  crops  and  the  harvest. 
Daughter of Cronus and Rhea; mother of Persephone. 5.125

Demodocus (Dee-mo'-do-kus): Blind singer of tales at Phaeacia. 
8.46

Demoptolemus (Dee-mop-to'-le-mus):  One  of  Penelope's 
suitors. 22.258

Diocles (Deye'-o-kleez):  Inhabitant  of  Pherae  who  receives 
Telemachus on his trip to Sparta and on his return. 3.537



GLOSSARY OF NAMES

Diomedes (Deye-o-mee'-deez):  Son  of  Tydeus  and  Deipyle; 
king of Argos. He accompanies Odysseus at  night around the 
city and is one of the few Greeks to return home quickly after 
the destruction of Troy. 3.184

Dodona (Doh-doh'-na): City in northwestern Greece; home to a 
famous oracle of Zeus. 14.356

Dolios (Do'-li-us): Old servant of Odysseus who remains faithful 
during Odysseus' absence. He later defends Odysseus against the 
relatives of the slain suitors. 4.787

Dorians (Doh'-ri-unz):  Greek-speaking  inhabitants  of  Crete. 
19.191

Echephron (E-ke'-fron): Son of Nestor. 3.454

Echetus (E'-ke-tus): King of Eperius who acquires a reputation 
for cruelty. 18.89

Egypt: Country in Africa or its king. 3.332

Eidothea (Eye-do'-the-a):  Daughter  of  Proteus  who  advises 
Mene- laus on his journey home with Helen. 4.389

Elatus (E'-la-tus): One of Penelope's suitors; slain by Eumaeus. 
22.282
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Elpenor  (El-pee'-nor):  Member  of  Odysseus'  crew  who  dies 
when he falls asleep on a roof on Circe's island and falls off.  
When  Odysseus  visits  the  Underworld,  Elpenor's  shade  asks 
Odysseus for a proper funeral. 10.574

Epeius (E-pee'-us):  Son  of  Panopeus.  With  Athena's  help,  he 
builds the Trojan Horse. 8.533

Epicaste (E-pi-kas'-tee):  Also  known  as  Jocasta.  Daughter  of 
Meno- eceus; wife of Laius and mother of Oedipus. 11.275

Erebus (E'-re-bus): Another name for Hades; sometimes refers 
to an especially dark place within the Underworld. 10.551

Eriphyle (E-ri-feye'-lee):  Daughter  of  Talaus  and  Lysimache; 
wife  and  betrayer  of  Amphiaraus.  Her  shade  appears  to 
Odysseus in the Underworld. 11.335

Eumaeus (Yoo-mee'-us):  Odysseus'  loyal  swineherd  who 
generously  hosts  Odysseus,  disguised  as  a  beggar  upon  his 
return to Ithaca. Eumaeus later assists Odysseus in the slaughter 
of the suitors. 14.63

Eupeithes (Yoo-pay'-theez): Father of Antinous. He rallies the 
relatives of the slain suitors against Odysseus and is killed by 
Laertes. 1.404
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Euryades (Yoo-reye'-a-deez): One of Penelope's suitors. He is 
killed by Telemachus. 22.282

Eurybates (Yoo-ri'-ba-teez):  Round-shouldered,  swarthy,  and 
curly haired herald whom Odysseus values for his quick mind. 
19.269

Eurycleia (Yoo-ri-klay'-a): Daughter of Ops; nurse to Odysseus 
and later to Telemachus. She recognizes Odysseus' scar on his 
thigh but at his request does not reveal his identity. 1.452

Eurydamas (Yoo-ri'-da-mas):  One of Penelope's  suitors killed 
by Odysseus. 18.324

Eurylochus (Yoo-ri'-lo-kus):  Leading  member  of  Odysseus' 
crew.  He  tells  Odysseus  that  Circe  transformed  several  crew 
members,  and  he  incites  the  crew to  slaughter  Helios'  cattle. 
10.220

Eurymachus (Yoo-ri'-ma-kus): One of Penelope's suitors. 1.421

Eurynome (Yoo-ri'-no-mee): Penelope's housekeeper. 17.538

Eurynomus (Yoo-ri'-no-mus):  Son  of  Antiphus;  suitor  to 
Penelope. 2 .21

Hades (Hay'-deez): God of the Underworld. Son of Cronus and 
Rhea. His name probably means "Unseen One." Also refers to 
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the dwelling place of the dead, named for its ruler. 3.450

Halitherses (Ha-li-thur'-seez):  Son  of  Mastor;  Ithacan 
soothsayer. He predicts Odysseus' return to Ithaca. 2.175

Helen (He'-len): Daughter of Leda and Zeus or Tyndareus; wife 
of Menelaus. She is the most beautiful woman in the world and 
is given to Paris by Aphrodite. Menelaus' efforts to regain Helen 
are the basis of the Trojan War. 4.15

Helios (Hee'-li-os): The Sun God. 8.294

Hephaestus (He-feyes'-tus):  God  of  fire  and  patron  of 
metalworkers  and  crafts.  Son  of  Zeus  and  Hera.  He  marries 
Aphrodite, who is not always faithful. He forges Achilles' armor. 
4.652

Hera (Hee'-ra):  Queen  of  the  Olympian  gods.  Daughter  of 
Cronus and Rhea; Zeus' sister and wife. Goddess of childbirth 
and marriage. 4.538

Hermes (Hur'-meez): Divine messenger of the gods and guide to 
mortal travelers. Son of Zeus and Maia. 1.43

Hermione (Hur-meye'-o-nee): Daughter of Menelaus and Helen. 
4.16
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Hypereia (Hi-pe-reye'-a):  First  homeland  of  the  Phaeacians 
whence they are driven by the Cyclopes. 6.4

Icarius (I-ka'-ri-us):  Father of Penelope; brother of Menelaus. 

1.347 Dion (Il'-i-on): Troy. 9.42

Ino (Eye'-noh):  Daughter  of  Cadmus  and  Harmonia.  She 
disguises and rears her nephew Dionysus to protect him from 
Hera's wrath. She becomes a nereid and is renamed Leucothea, 
meaning "White Goddess." 5.336

Iphitus (I'-fi-tus): Son of Eurytus, king of Oechalia. He gives 
Odysseus his bow. 21.13

Irus (Eye'-rus): Ithacan beggar who frequents the gatherings of 
Penelope's suitors at the palace. He loses a boxing match to the 
disguised Odysseus. 18.7

Ithaca (Ith'-a-ka): Rocky island home of Odysseus. 1.22

Jason (J  ay'-son):  Son of Aeson and leader  of the Argonauts. 
12.74

Lacedaemon (La-ke-deye'-mon): Sparta. City and kingdom of 
Menelaus. 3.363

Laertes (Lay-er'-teez):  Son of Arcesius;  husband of  Anticleia 
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and father of Odysseus and Ctimene. 1.204

Laestrygonians (Leye-stri-goh'-ni-unz):  Giant  cannibals  who 
eat  part  of  Odysseus'  crew  and  destroy  all  the  ships  but 
Odysseus'. 10.95

Lampetie (Lam-pe'-ti-ee):  Daughter  of  Helios  and  Neaera. 
When Odysseus' men slaughter Helios' cattle,  the nymph tells 
her father. 12.138

Leda (Lee'-da):  Wife  of  Tyndareus;  mother  of  Castor, 
Polydeuces, Clytemnestra, and Helen. 11.305

Leocritus (Lee-o'-kri-tus): Suitor killed by Telemachus. 2.264

Leodes (Lee-oh'-deez):  Suitor  with  prophetic  gifts,  killed  by 
Odysseus. 21.148

Leto (Lee'-toh): Titan goddess. Daughter of Coeus and Phoebe; 
mother of Artemis and Apollo. 6.105

Malea (Ma-lay'-a): Cape on the southeast tip of the Peloponnese 
known for its difficulty in navigation. 3.317

Marathon (Ma'-ra-thon): Attic city northeast of Athens. 7.87

Maron (May'-ron):  Priest  of  Apollo  at  Ismarus  who  gives 
Odysseus the wine that is used to intoxicate the Cyclops. 9.189
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Medon (Mee'-don): Ithacan herald who remains faithful to his 
lord, Odysseus, and is spared when the suitors are killed. 4.722

Megapenthes (Me-ga-pen'-theez): Son of Menelaus by a slave 
woman.  His name means "great  sorrow," presumably because 
Menelaus was unable to have children with Helen after the birth 
of

Hermione. He marries the daughter of Alector on the day that 
Telemachus arrives in Sparta. 4.14

Megara (Me'-ga-ra):  Daughter  of  Creon  and  the  wife  of 
Heracles. 11.273

Melanthius (Me-lan'-thi-us): Odysseus' goatherd; son of Dolius. 
He aligns himself with the suitors while Odysseus is away and 
insults  his  master  disguised  as  a  beggar.  He  is  killed  for  his 
disloyalty. 17.229

Melantho (Me-lan'-thoh):  Daughter  of  Dolius;  sister  of 
Melanthius; handmaid of Penelope. She becomes the mistress of 
Eurymachus  during  Odysseus'  absence  and  a  deceitful 
antagonist. Telemachus hangs her for her betrayal. 18.350

Memnon (Mem'-non): Son of Dawn and Tithonus; nephew of 
Priam. He kills Nestor's son Antilochus and in turn is killed by 
Achilles. Zeus grants him immortality when he dies. 4.199
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Menelaus (Me-ne-lay'-us): Son of Atreus and Aerope; brother of 
Agamemnon; ruler of Lacedaemon; husband of Helen. 1.303

Mentes (Men'-teez):  Taphian  captain,  son  of  Anchialus,  in 
whose form Athena first appears to Telemachus. 1.112

Mentor (Men'-tor):  Close  friend  of  Odysseus  who is  to  look 
after  the  household  during  Odysseus'  absence.  Athena  often 
appears in his form. 2.244

Minos (Meye'-nos):  Son  of  Zeus  and  Europa;  king  of  Crete; 
husband of Pasiphae; father of Ariadne, Phaedra, and Deucalion; 
brother of Rhadamanthus. After his death he becomes a judge of 
the dead in Hades. 11.596

Muses (Mu'-zez): Goddesses of the arts who inspire poets and 
musicians. Daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne. 8.67

Mycenae (Meye-see'-nee):  Ancient  city  in  Argos  ruled  by 
Agamemnon. 3.339

Mycene (Meye-see'-neh): Legendary daughter of Inachus. The 
namesake of Mycenae. 2.131

Myrmidons (Mur'-mi-donz):  A  people  inhabiting  southern 
Thessa- ly. Achilles' crack troops in the Iliad. 3.207

Nausicaa (Naw-si'-kay-a):  Phaeacian  princess;  daughter  of 
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Alcinous and Arete. 6.17

Nausithous (Naw-si'-tho-us):  Son  of  Poseidon  and  Periboea; 
father  of Alcinous.  He leads the Phaeacians to  Scherfa  where 
they find a peaceful existence. 6.7

Neleus (Neel'-yoos):  Son  of  Poseidon  and  Tyro;  brother  of 
Pelias; father of Nestor. 3.86

Neoptolemus (Nee-op-to'-le-mus):  Son  of  Achilles  and 
Deidameia. 11.530

Nericus (Nee'-ri-cus):  A coastal town in western Greece once 
conquered by Laertes. 24.388

Neriton (Nee'-ri-ton):  A thickly  forested  mountain  on  Ithaca. 
9.25

Nestor (Nes'-tor): Son of Neleus and Chloris; king of Pylos. He 
fights in the Trojan War, although already an old man, and is  
known  for  his  valuable  counsel.  Father  of  Peisistratus, 
Thrasymedes, and Antilochus. 1.302

Noemon (No-ee'-mon):  Wealthy  Ithacan  who,  inspired  by 
Athena,  lends  Telemachus  a  ship  to  sail  to  Pylos.  His  name 
means "thought- fiil." 2.410
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Ocean: The river encircling the earth. Son of Uranus and Earth; 
husband ofTethys. 4.597

Odysseus (O-dis'-yoos): Son of Laertes and Anticlea; husband 
of Penelope; father of Telemachus. Odysseus may mean either 
"giver of woe" or "woeful one." 1.15

Oedipus (Ee'-di-pus):  Son  of  Laius  and  Epicaste  who 
unknowingly kills his father and marries his mother. 11.275

Ogygia (Oh-gi'-ja): Mythical island where the nymph Calypso 
resides. 1.92

Olympus (O-lim'-pus): Mount Olympus, the tallest mountain in 
Greece, believed to be the abode of the gods. 1.109

Ops (Ops):  Father  of  Eurycleia,  nurse  to  Odysseus  and 
Telemachus. 1.452

Orestes (O-res'-teez): Son of Agamemnon and Clytemnestra. He 
avenges his father's murder by killing his mother and her lover,  
Aegisthus. 1.36

Orion (O-reye'-on):  Mythical  hunter  famed  for  his  size  and 
handsome looks. The goddess Dawn falls in love with him and 
bears him away to her island, Ortygia. The other gods become 
envious of the love affair and urge Artemis to slay the hunter. 
5.121
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Pallas (Pal'-as): Epithet of the goddess Athena that may mean 
"maiden" or "weapon-brandishing." 1.134

Pandareus (Pan-dar'-yoos): A king of Miletas in Crete; father of 
Ae- don.  He steals a golden dog from the temple of Zeus in 
Crete, and consequently both he and his wife are killed. 19.566

Paphos (Pa'-fos): A city on the southern coast of Cyprus and an 
important center for the cult of Aphrodite. 8.390

Patroclus (Pa-tro'-klus): Son of Menoetius. Greek warrior of the 
Myrmidon contingent  at  Troy and dear friend of Achilles.  He 
rallies his Achaean comrades by donning Achilles' armor but is 
then killed by Hector. 3.121

Peirithous (Peye-ri'-tho-us):  Son  of  Ixion  and  king  of  the 
Lapiths.  The centaur Eurytion becomes drunk and attempts to 
abduct  his  fiancee  Hippodamia  during  their  wedding.  This 
causes the war between the Lapiths and the Centaurs. 11.665

Peisander (Peye-sand'-er): One of Penelope's suitors. 22.258

Peisistratus  (Peye-sis'-tra-tus):  Youngest  son  of  Nestor  who 
accompanies Telemachus to Sparta. 3.40

Peleus (Pee'-li-as): Husband of the sea-goddess Thetis and father 
of the hero Achilles. 11.486
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Penelope (Pe-ne'-lo-pee): Daughter of Icarius and Periboea; wife 
of Odysseus; mother of Telemachus. 1.240

Perse (Pur'-see): Daughter of Oceanus and mother of Circe by 
Helios. 10.155

Persephone (Pur-se'-fo-nee):  Daughter  of  Demeter  and  Zeus; 
wife of Hades; queen of the Underworld. 10.513

Perseus (Purs'-yoos): A son of Nestor (not to be confused with 
the  son  of  Zeus  and  Danae,  the  hero  who beheads  Medusa). 
3.454

Phaeacians (Fee-ay'-shunz): The people who inhabit  Phaeacia 
(sometimes called Scherfa). As descendants of Poseidon they are 
loved  by  the  gods  and  have  remarkable  seafaring  abilities. 
According to legend, they have ships that move without the aid 
of rudder or sail. 5.37

Phaedra (Fay'-dra): Daughter of Minos and Pasiphae. Wife of 
Theseus  but  falls  in  love  with  his  son  Hippolytus  and  hangs 
herself.  Odysseus  is  visited  by her  ghost  in  the  Underworld. 
11.328

Pharos (Fa'-ros): An island off the coast of Egypt where Proteus 
and his seals reside. 4.380
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Phemius (Fee'-mi-us):  Son  of  Terpius;  a  bard  in  Ithaca. 
Although he is forced to entertain the suitors, he remains faithful 
to  the house of  Laertes.  Odysseus spares  him because of  his 
fidelity. 1.165

Pherae (Feh'-ree):  Town  between  Pylos  and  Sparta  where 
Telemachus and Peisistratus stay on their way to Sparta. 3.536

Philoctetes (Fi-lok-tee'-teez):  Son  of  Poias  and  great  archer 
hero. On his way to Troy a serpent bites him. The smell of the 
festering wound is so foul that the Greeks abandon him on the 
island  of  Lemnos.  However,  it  was  predetermined  that  Troy 
would not fall without his help. 3.209

Philoetius (Fi-lee'-tee-us):  Cowherd  who  remains  faithful  to 
Odysseus. 20.197

Phoebus (Fee'-bus):  An  epithet  of  Apollo  meaning  "bright," 
identifying him with the sun. 3.309

Phoenicia (Fee-ni'-sha): A country on the Mediterranean coast in 
Syria. The Phoenicians were known for being skilled seafarers 
and traders. 4.87

Phorcys (For'-kis):  Sea-god;  father  of  Thoosa;  grandfather  of 
Polyphemus. 1.78
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Pleiades (Plee'-a-deez): A constellation of seven stars used by 
ancient  seamen  for  nocturnal  navigation.  The  Pleiades  were 
originally the seven daughters of Atlas and Pleione. 5.272

Polybus (Pol'-i-bus): Father of Eurymachus, 1.421; Theban man 
visited  by  Menelaus  and  Helen,  4.131;  Phaeacian  craftsman, 
8.412; one of Penelope's suitors killed by Eumaeus. 22.259

Polydamna (Po-li-dam'-na):  Egyptian  wife  of  Thon  who 
supplies Helen with herbal somnifers. 4.242

Polydeuces (Po-li-dyoo'-seez):  Son  of  Leda  and  Tyndareus; 
brother of Helen; twin brother of Castor. He is known for his 
skill as a boxer. 11.307

Polyphemus (Po-li-fee'-mus):  One  of  the  Cyclopes,  son  of 
Poseidon and Thoosa.  This  one-eyed giant  consumes some of 
Odysseus' men after he traps them in his cave. To escape from 
the  cave,  Odysseus  and  his  men  drive  a  heated  pole  into 
Polyphemus'  only eye.  As  punishment  for  his  son's  blinding, 
Poseidon torments Odysseus until he reaches Ithaca. 1.76

Poseidon (Po-seye'-don):  God of  the sea.  Son of Cronus and 
Rhea; brother of Zeus, Hades, and Hera; father of the Cyclops 
Polyphemus. 1.25

Priam (Preye'-am): King of Troy; son of Laomedon and Strymo; 
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husband of Hecuba; father of Hector and Paris. He is killed by 
Neoptolemus as Troy falls to the Greeks. 3.118

Proteus (Proh'-tyoos): A shape-shifting sea-god; son of Oceanus 
and Tethys; father of Eidothea. Also known as the "Old Man of 
the Sea." He is generally associated with the island of Pharos. 
4.390

Pylos (Peye-los): City on the southwest coast of the Peloponnese 
ruled by Nestor. 1.100

Pyriphlegethon (Peye-ri-fle'-ge-thon):  One of  the three rivers 
near the entrance to Hades. 10.537

Rhadamanthus (Ra-da-man'-thus): A son of Europa and Zeus 
and brother of Minos. Because he is a fair king, he is granted 
eternal life in the Elysian fields. 4.594

Rhexenor (Rex-ee'-nor):  Son  of  Nausithous;  brother  of 
Alcinous; father of Arete. 7.68

Scheria (Ske-ri'-a): The island inhabited by the Phaeacians. 6.8

Scylla (Sil'-a):  The  cave-dwelling  monster  possessing  female 
attributes  from  the  waist  up  but  six  dog  heads  and  a  dozen 
canine feet from the waist down. Scylla is Greek for "she-pup." 
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She inhabits the cliff across the strait from Charybdis. 12.88

Scyros (Skeye'-ros):  Island  in  the  Aegean  where  Achilles  is 
hidden to prevent him from going to the Trojan War. 11.532

Sirens (Seye'-rens):  Singing  creatures  with  female  heads  and 
breasts,  and  large  birdlike  bodies.  They  lure  sailors  to  their 
island with an irresistible song. 12.41

Sisyphus (Si'-si-fus): Son of Aeolus, and a king of Corinth. He 
was condemned to spend eternity in Hades perpetually pushing a 
huge stone up a hill. 11.622

Sparta (Spar'-ta): City in the southwest Peleponnese that was 
ruled by Menelaus. 1.100

Styx (Stix): One of the rivers that flows near Hades. When gods 
swear by this river their oaths are irretractable. 5.184

Tantalus (Tan'-ta-lus):  Father  of  Pelops  and  Niobe;  mythical 
king  of  Phrygia.  He  was  forced  to  suffer  in  Hades  with 
everlasting hunger  and thirst  for  trying to  serve  the gods  the 
mortal flesh of his son Pelops. 11.611

Taphians (Ta'-fi-unz):  The  inhabitants  of  Taphos,  a  seafaring 
people ruled by Mentes. Taphos is a city on the west coast of 
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Greece. 1.112

Telamon (Tel'-a-mon): Father of the hero Ajax. 11.569

Telemachus (Te-lem'-a-kus):  Son  of  Odysseus  and  Penelope. 
His name means "battle from afar." 1.121

Telemos (Te'-le-mus):  A seer  among  the  Cyclopes  who  had 
warned  Polyphemus  that  he  would  lose  his  eye  to  a  mortal 

named Odysseus. 9.507

Telepylus (Te-le'-pi-lus):  The  fortress  of  the  Laestrygonians. 
10.94

Tenedos (Te'-ne-dos): A small island off the coast of Asia Minor. 

3.175

Themis (The'-mis): Titan goddess of law and order. Daughter of 

Uranus and Gaia. 2.73

Theseus (Thees'-yoos): Athenian hero; son of Aegeus. He slays 
the Minotaur with the help of Minos' daughter Ariadne, who had 
fallen in love with Theseus. 11.329

Thetis (Thee'-tis): A sea-goddess, one of the Nereids. Daughter 
of Nereus and Doris; wife of Peleus; mother of Achilles. 24.89
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Thoosa (Tho-oh'-sa):  A  nymph;  mother  of  Polyphemus  by 
Poseidon. 1.77

Thrinacia (Thri-nay'-sha): Island where Helios' cattle pastured. 
11.105

Thyestes (Theye-es'-teez):  Father  of  Aegisthus and brother  of 
Atreus. 4.541

Tiresias (Teye-ree'-si-as):  The  blind  seer  from Thebes  whose 
shade counsels Odysseus in the Underworld. 10.514

Tithonus (Ti-thoh'-nus):  Son  of  Laomedon  and  husband  of 
Dawn. 5.2

Tityus (Ti'-ti-yus): A giant and son of Gaia. He attempted to rape 
Leto. He was killed and was eternally punished by two vultures 
that tore at his liver. 7.347

Tritogeneia (Tri-to-ge-nee'-a): Epithet of Athena meaning "third 
born." 3.416

Trojans (Troh'-junz): The inhabitants of Troy. 3.94

Troy (Troy): City in northwestern Asia Minor; ruled by Priam; 
conquered by the Greeks in the Trojan War. Site at which the 
Iliad takes place. 1.3
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Tyndareus (Tin-da'-ri-us):  Husband of Leda;  father of Castor, 
Polydeuces, and Clytemnestra; foster father of Helen. 11.305

Zeus (Zyoos):  The  supreme  god  of  Olympus,  known  as  the 
father of gods and men. Son of Cronus and Rhea; husband and 
brother  of  Hera;  father  of  Athena,  Aphrodite,  Ares,  Apollo, 
Artemis, Hephaestus, and others. 1.33


