
Beginning Developing Applying Extending

Meaning

• Establishes a controlling idea 
that addresses the prompt and 
shows a basic understanding of the 
text.                                                                                             
• Makes a few or superficial 
connections between the 
controlling idea and the ideas in 
the text.

• Establishes a controlling idea 
that answers the prompt and 
shows a basic understanding of the 
text.                                                                             
• Makes implicit connections 
between the controlling idea and 
the ideas in the text.

• Establishes a controlling idea that 
fully answers the prompt and 
shows thorough understanding of 
the text.                                                                                
• Makes clear and explicit 
connections between the 
controlling idea and the ideas in 
the text. 

• Establishes a controlling idea 
that fully answers the prompt and 
shows in-depth analysis of the 
text.                                                                        
• Makes insightful connections 
between the controlling idea and 
the ideas in the text. 

Development

• Ideas are developed briefly or 
unevenly, using some evidence 
from the text.                                                         
• May rely primarily on plot 
summary

• Develops some ideas more fully 
than others with reference to 
specific evidence.                                                        
• Examples may not be fully 
explained or contexualized. 

• Develops ideas clearly and 
consistently with reference to 
relevant and specific evidence, as 
well as appropriate literary 
elements from both texts.                                                   
• Examples are explained and 
related back to the controlling 
idea. 

• Develops ideas clearly and fully, 
making effective use of a wide 
range of relevant and specific 
evidence as well as appropriate 
literary elements from both texts. 

Organization

• Focus may not be clearly 
established by an appropriate 
thesis statement or focus may not 
be held throughout.                                                                          
• Attempts at appropriate 
structure but lapses in 
organization are evident. 

• Focus is established by an 
apporpriate thesis statement.                                         
• Ideas follow logically in an 
appropriate structure but may 
lack internal consistency. 

• Focus is clearly established by an 
appropriate thesis statement and 
held throughout.                                                   
• Exhibits a logical sequence of 
events with use of appropriate 
devices and transitions. 

• Focus is established by an 
effective and insightful thesis 
statement.                                                                  
• Exhibits a strong, logical 
structure through skillfull use of 
appropriate devices and 
transitions. 

Language Use

• Uses language that is basic or 
imprecise with little awareness of 
audience or purpose.                                  
• Exhibits some attempt to vary 
sentence structure or length for 
effect but with uneven success.

• Uses appropriate language with 
some awareness of audience and 
purpose.                                                                                   
• Occasionally makes use of 
sentence structure or length.                                      
• Guides reader through use of 
appropriate transition words. 

• Uses language that is fluent and 
original with awareness of 
audience and purpose.                                                                                   
• Varies structure and length of 
sentences to control rythmn and 
pacing.                                                                               
• Guides reader through use of 
varied and effective transitions. 

• Uses language that stylistically 
sophisticated, precise, and 
engaging with clear sense of voice 
and awareness of audience.                                                           
• Varies structure and length of 
sentence, as well as transitions, 
which enhance meaning.                                                                               

Conventions
•Demonstrates basic control with 
a few errors that hinder 
comprehension. 

• Demonstrates a developing sense 
of control, exhibiting only 
occasional errors that do not 
hinder comprehension. 

• Demonstrates strong control of 
the conventions exhibiting 
occasional errors when using 
sophisticated language. 

• Demonstrates control with 
essentially no errors, even when 
using sophisticated language. 


